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| ö Right Worſhipful | | 


Sir Thomas Lane, 
AND 


| Si David Enn Hon, 
K N I G HTS. 


ob my ity wonder, 
my moſt Hononred 
— A Friends, 


| * 
The Dedication. J 

Friends, that Iſhould ſhelter this ge 
plain Diſcourſe under your Patro= lic 
nage, which was neither Preach- 
ed in your Hearing, nor Prin- 
ted at your Requeſt. But | 
am well aſſured, the Subject _ 
and Deſign will be always 
pleaſmg to you; and I have 
Reaſon to believe, your Refpet 
for the Unworthy Author will | 
caſt a Mantle of Love and © 
Candour over the Weakneſſes © 
of the Performance, 1 muſi 
© never forget that moſt Friends © 
. ly Zeal which you, Gentle- | 
men, with many Others, 
expreſſed for my coming a- 
mongſt you; TI can appeal 
to your ſelves, it was alto- 
= 


The Dedication. 

2 Unſought for, Vnſol- 

cited on my part; which 

* 1 mention not as what Leſ- 

| fn „ but Enhances, my O5. 

4 ligations to 2. 1 perſi [wade 
4 


1 | a felf » moſt grateful 
Returns I can make, will 
7 be faith WA to Diſcharge 
my Miniſterial Work, in pro- 
mating your Faith, Holineſs, 
and Comfort; you expect no 
© other Service from me, and 
5 can babe m grea- 


of ? 
ter. 


3 The Good Work of Refor- 
mation, "which this Sermon 
\ recommunils „ has a great de- 
q pendance upon Perſons of your 
3 2. Les. 


The Deckcation 


Quality and Station, "whoſe | 
beet and Intereſt will 
ſerve it more than many 
fe uch Diſcourſes as theſe. 
Your conſtant © Praftice de- 
clares it to be your Judg- © 
ment, that 0 Ss. F amilies | 
can be ſafe from the Con» 

tagion 1 Sin „ where the 

N Worſhip of « God is not Du- 
Y and Conſcienciouſly "kept up. 
tig my ' earneſt Deſire, 
not only that you may Per- 
ſevere in ſo great a Part 
of Practical Religion „ But 
that all F us, that name 
the Name of the Lord, may, 

continually © Honour, him, as 


'the God and Governour.. of ar | 
"Houſes, "© 


% 


The Dedication. 
I take that to be 4 
q poſtulation, which 1 met 


with in the Preface to an 


| 1 excellent Treatiſe, called, The 
;- > Curſed Family, Written: by 
the Nious and Learned Mr. 
ZRifley| - Lancaſhire, 
tbe "only Survruor of Siz 
7 Reverend + Miniſters, that 
Sixteen Years ago ſet me 
„ apart toe the Mork of 
the Miniſtry , by laying on 
of Hands. His Words are 


q hat will you make of 
3 « true Piety? What would 
= 3 


| & be? A deſpiſed Inſeri- 
ce our? Jo Stand or Fall, © 
Ef « to Come and Go, at f 
3 &« Pleaſure? Taten in, Caſt © 
«& aut, Uſed a little, and 
c then laid Ade? It 
ce cannot be ſuch a Thing : 2 
« True Religion and Chri- | 

cc ſtianit is tbat Thing 
« which breathes Heavenly, 11 

66 Re generating » Renewmg 9 | 
« Recreating 5 Influences; it 

&« ig that ſame Ancient, Sa- 
«.cred, Awful; Thing that fi 
«© prerceth the Soul, the 
« Heart, and the Conſei- | 
- | « ence, and by the Paper of Tron; 
| « God changeth the whole fore 
6% Man, &Cc. _ Vin 


2 


; The Dedication. 

i- Such a: Chriſtianity as this, 
l, 4 exemplified C in all the Pro- 
ur feſſors thereof, would migh- 


oft til Facilitate the Refor- 


nd. mation of the Reſt of 
It :Mankind;' and how Pure and 


hom Divine, would it make 


But I ſhall tranſgreſs the 
Ru les of Decency , in Pri- 
tin 4 hong E iſt le , 
perhaps it may be thought more 


Tone at all; I ſhall there- 
ole fore take my leave, Cra- 
Ving your favourable Acceptance 


* 


Peaceful, how Happy, and 


where 


proper there ſhould have been 


* 


. 
E . 
* | * * 
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The Dedication. 


r and Gratitude from,” 


| Your Faithful, 


| Servant; 


E this ſmall Token of * "Hes | 
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5 3 bim PS deat ſach 
1 Contradiion of Sinners againſt 


Himſelſ, left ye beWearied, and 
Five: in your Minds. 


J Ti is not without ſome difficulty 
4 o my ſelf, that I comply with 
9 _ R equelt of thoſe worthy Gen- 
1 1 have called me to the Ser- 
43 Vice of this Day, B Not 


2 A Sermon fi » 
Not that I am aſhamed of the 
Cauſe of Reformation, or afraid to 
appear in it, or that I think much of 
my Labour amongſt you; but lam 
yet ſo much a Stranger to you, fo lit- Fi 
tle acquainted with the Perfons and 
particular Methods, by which this good 
Work is carried on, that I muſt Soda Se 
Judge my ſelf the unfitteſt Perſon 
you could have pitch d upon to Ad- ing 
viſe you upon this Occaſion. > W- 
But ſince it mot be ſo, I's will not ar 
ſpend your Time in any thing that 
may look like Excuſe and Compli- Wai 
ment, but apply my ſelf to the Work 
of the Day with all poſiible Plain- 1 
niels and Fidelity. 1 
I do conſider ſeveral Years are now th 
paſt ſince this Work was firſt begun, L 
and Nenn had a great many excel- 
lent Sermons from one Place and ano- Pic 
ther to Animate and Direct you in P a 
this your Pious Task. E128 12 
I am afraid at preſent you labour 
under ſome preſſing ; hang which, = 
like a dead Weight upon the 
* K TA "Wheel | 


* 


| Refermationaf Manners, 3 


Wheels of your Endeavours, and make 
them move more Slowly and Hea- 
I bp than heretofore; and yet I hope 
9 they are miſtaken that tell us, there 
t- is little or nothing now done in the 
M Buſineſs of Reformation, beſides 
2d 21 and Nr Nefemen 
ds 3 Sermons, 

on l maſt confeſs it is 2 very difcclirag- 
d- 4 ing thing, to ſee that this Vile and 
Common Enemy you have ſo long 
and ſo reſolutely encountred, ſhould 


= 

»# 

= 
= | 


X | 
m 


10t * 
hat ſtill be able to keep the field, and main- 
pli- Fain its ground againſt you; no doubt 


Ork 1 hen you firſt engaged in this Honeſt 
un- 1 and Honourable Deſign, in which you 

Rad the Laws of God, and Nature, and 
ow | fue Nation, on your ſide, you pro- 
zun, miſed your ſelves, that, by this time, you 
1 Should have ſurmounted all your 
no- Tales and brought your Work 
1 in % good Degree of Perfection; 
4 1 at the Wickedneſs of the Wicked 
our | ad have come to an End; that 
fich, froſs and feandalous Sins "would 
1 the Dave ceaſed, and Offenders would have 


heels iy B 2 thank'd 


1 


a Rene — — — —— | — 8 —— — 


-_ 


> 


4 4 ns PR A ;M 
thank 1 you for your Charitable 3 5 
and Care to prevent the Ruin of en 9 
ſelves and their Families. 
But you ſind Corrupt Nature, and 2 
long Cuſtom in Sin, are not ſo eaſilx 
Co nquered ; this Enemy is an invete- 
rate one ; it is the Deſolation of mann 
Generations that you have attempted fi 
to repair; and notwithſtanding your 
good Deſign, and your great Dili: 8 
gence, ou. ad your ſelves. Embar- 4 | 
raſs d, ub 9 Reviled, your 
Perſons Aſſaulted, your Lives At- 
Feed, „by obſtinate, inſolent, Offen · * 
ef 7 = 
If Fhave really hit upon the — * 
State and Exigence of. your | Caſe, I 
know not what could be more proper 
for me to offer unto you, than, ſuck a 
Word as as in the Text, E bime © 
ners 2271 27%. ye b vec, S 
on was - Sn n _ A 
* to * who were ſtriving againſt Sin, 
b in Ee R than what 1 ct! 


- — 


— 


* 


=  Refermationaf Ml atners. F. 
P | F 3 you are called tO 5 hot by. bringing 
t- E to ſuffer for Evil doing, but by 
themſelves for doing Well, 
a | x mach harder Task than yours; and 
ly Sf it was ſerviceable to them under grea- 
e- Rer-Diſcouragements, / it muſt needs 
be ſuitable to you under lefſer Difficul- 
4 ies. io 5 
That this Word may, by the Bleſſing 


41 


li, 4 bf God, anſwer ſoGreat and ſo Neceſſa- 
u- Wy an End. and may prove indeed a 
ur 4 Word upom its Wheels, a well accommo- 
\t- ated, well circumſiantiated, Word, I 


n. [ 7ould enlarge a little upon it under 
Peſe following Particulars. 1 


1 1. The Deſign you are engaged in 
i very much the ſame with that for 
rbich our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 

wiſtcame into the World. 
2. While you are engaged in the _ 
ame Deſign, you muſt expect to meet 
With the like Contradiction of Sinners 


ye 


118 1 
C "i 

0 4 
in- 
= 


ed, | 1 


ſed © Nainſt your ſelves. | | 

Sire, 3 3. This Perverſeneſs * Contra- 

bat fiction of Sinners will be a great Temp- 
tation -. 


B 

* 1 
gu 

1 

* . 

1 © 


s bun e A 
„„ to you to grow Weary, and | 
I Faint in your Minds. . 

| 4. You muſt by no Means yield to 
this Temptation, but, notwichltand- . 
ing all the Contradiction of Sinners, | [ 

+ , adhereto your Cauſe, ang Yo on an De 
your Work. _ 7 
The beſt Means that you can n uſe AI 

to prevent your Fainting and De- 
ſponding in your Work, is to look 


— — ** 


— — 


—ů — — — — —Ä— —— —— 


ö 
J unto Jeſus, to conſider bim that en- 4 

1 dured ſuch Contradidion of Sinners i 
| | 1 0 N himſelf. | + Sa 

7 


1. The Deſi ign you are Toi in 
is very much the ſame with that for | Fe. 
El - | which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt came into 2 Feop 
ä the World. If your Deſign were alto- 5g. 
4 
\} gather Foreign to his, his Example Drdc 
\| would be very little Encouragement Perf 
/| to you. I do not ſay it is altogether 10 


1 the ſame, but it is very much ſo, 

{ | BEA and you do eminently ſerve and fol- Pic 
Be lou the Captain of your Salvation 1 in Perle 
\) your Pious e V 
2.1) 3+ 15 4 1 5 gn 
| 1 | Chriſt's Y " 
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\y * 


Chriſt's Deſign in coming ine the 


ol 43 orld was Twotold. |. 

aq Xx 

rs, . 0 Propitiate md A W an 
ith pffended God. 
2. Fo deſtroy the Works of the 
ale pe l. | | 
de- 

0k 1 I. To Atone and Appcaſe an and 


en- Id God; this he did by making Sa- 
[ers © 4 Uisfaction to Divine - Juſtice ; in this 
Work you are ſo far from being Part- 
ers with him, that you do not ſo 
much as pretend to ſerve under him. 
for He trod the Wine-preſs alone, and of the 
nto People there was. none with him, Iſa. 
to- $3. 3. His Prieſthood was after. the 
ple Order of Melchiſedeck, an Individual, 
nent Perſonal, Everlaſting, Prieſthood ; not 
ther anaged by a Succeſſion of Men, as 
ſo, he Levitical was, but all accom- 
fol. ined by Chriſt hynſelf 3 in. his own 
n in Nerſon. 
f n When you being! Offenders to Con- 
won OS you do not ſuppoſe 
fire i that 


in 


* 


> — 


—ͤ— . l—ů— —. 


— — 
OT —— 


— 
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„ = — _ N _ 
=” 
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faction, but by an Act of Obedience 


— . —ñ — | — * 
4 ns . — 3 w _ ST ERTY OILS fr oit v5 


= 


that you thereby propitiate the Deity, 
or make Satisfaction for Sin. The 
Papiſts fooliſhly pretend, that there 
is ſomething Expiatory in their Pe- 


nances ; and it Has been the Barbarous 


Cuſtom of Turks and Pagans, in Times 
of common Calamity, to Sacrifice their 
Enemies, ſometimes their Friends and 
their Children, to the unknown God, 
making their Altars to Reek with Hu- 
mane Gore and Carnage: But” you 


bade not ſo learned Cbriſt; you knõůĩꝰwỹ˖ 


very well the ſufferings of profligate 
Wretches, even when they extend to 
Life it ſelf, can be no Satisfaction to 


the Juſtice of God, thaugh they may 


be a Satisfaction to the Juſtice. of the 
Nation. ae r 
And yet for all this it may be truly 
ſaid, that by your holy Zeal and Dili- 
gence you pleaſe God, and may be 
Inſtrumental in turning away his 
Wrath from the Nation ; you may ſtand 
in the Gap, and make up the Breachs 
not by any AC of Atonement or Satiſ- 


accepted 
GY 


* 
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Reformationof Maniners. g 
accepted through the Propitiation; tho. 
you cannot ſatisfie the Juſtice of God, 
you may pacifie his Diſpleaſure ; and 
though you cannot make him amends, 
you may pleaſe him by your upright 
Zeal for the Glory of his Name; of 
this we have a Famous Proof and 
Inſtance in Fſal. 106. 30. , Then ſtood 
p Phinehas and executed Judgment: and 
the Plague was ftayed.., «| ', 

2. Another part of Chriſt's Deſign 
in coming into the World, was to de- 
ſtroy the Works of the Devil; for 
this Cauſe was the Son of God mani feſted, 
1 Joh. 3. 8. Our Lord told his Diſciples 
when the time of his Death drew near, 
Now is the Judgment of this World ; now: 


ſhall' the Prince of the World be caſt; 
aut, John:12. 31. He then ſued out 
4 Declaration of Ejectment againſt the 
Grand Uſurper ; and now, Gentlemen, 
in puniſhing theſe Works of Darkneſs, 
by legal Proceſs, you deliver and 
execute the Ejectment upon the Prince 
of the World and his Vaſſals, and ſo 
you directly ſubſerve en Deen 
” = O 


10 "Sermon for 
of Chriſt, who Condemned Sin, as a thing 
not fit to be tolerated in the World. 

If any ſhall ſay Our Lord Jeſus did 
not take ſuch a Method to deſtroy Sin 
as you do; that he never inflicted Cor- 
poral Puniſhment, nor uſed an other 
Rod or Sword beſides the Rod of 
Doctrine, and the Sword of the Spirit: 
I anſwer, This is not univerſally true, 
for we Read, he once made a' Scaurge 
of ſmall Cords, and drove the Buyers 
and Sellers ont of the Temple, John 2. 14, 
15. And by that one Act of Punitive, 
Coercive, Power, he aſſerted a Right to 
have done more if he had pleaſed, Bue 
indeed it was not fit that he ſhould have 
frequently nfed "ſuch a Power on 
Earth; it would not have ſuited ſo 
well that State of Humiliation, 4 
that Form of à Servant, he had ſubjected 
himfelFimo, 7 nn Drona 
But we know afſuredly' that God 
has made this ſame Jeſus, whom the 
eme Crucified, both Lord and Chriſt; 
qe is Head over all things to the Church, 
and, according to his Promiſe, he wakes 


Kings 


Reformation of Manners, 11 
Kings - Nurſmg-fathers, and Queen“ 
Fo vis A and Mag rater are 
the Miniſters of God for Good, Reven- 
gers to execute Wrath on them that do 

J, Rom. 13. 4. Tour Practice 
therefore is Authorized and Approꝰ 
ved by our Lord Jeſus, and directly 
ſerves his great Deſign, by ſtriving a- 
gainſt Sin, to deſtroy it in the World; 
and this Conſideration ſets you and 
your Cauſe above all the Calumnies 
and Contempt of wicked Men, if they 
are not aſhamed to Embark in the ſame 
Cauſe and Deſign with the Devil, 
to affront God, and corrupt the 
World, by a direct Contravention to 
one great End of the Incarnation and 
Sufferings of Chriſt. You need not to 
be aſhamed to engage with Chriſt, 
and follow-the Captain of your Salva- 
tion, in endeavouring to Reduce, or 
at leaſt Reſtrain, a Generation of 
Men that areup in Arms againſt him, 


2dh, While you are thus engaged 
in the ſame - Deſign with Chriſt, you 
| C 2 muſt 


12 Sennen for 


muſt 4 the like Concadiaion of 
Sinners againſt your ſelves. I need 
not tell you you muſt — you 
have ſufficientiy felt it already ʒ and 
Have (eſpecially of late) met with ſuch 
Abuſes in the Diſcharge of your Duty, 
that you had need to Watch over your 
.own Hearts, leſt the Reſentment: of 
your own, Perſonal Wrongs- ſhould 
ſway too much with you in the Proſe- 
cution of Offenders... This Contra- 
diction which Chriſt endured, and you 


1 — 1 We 1 in menen * 
8 


* 3 WW ; : | bn CAL 
8 


01 F You muſt Canin —_ t with A 
a great deal of wordy Contradiction; 
for you have to — with Men — 
Tongnes are ſet on fire of Hell; and they 
that never Scruple to Blaſpheme theie 
God, will never. ſtick to Revile you; 
And this they will not only do in 
a Wi c Paſlionate,Extravagantgyay of 
ailery, but in a more Malicious 
Peliberatę, Contrived, way of Accuſa- 
san, ue 1 Wks. to be the proper 
meaning 


Reformation of-Manner 8.513 
meaning of aViazyier in the Text. 
Our bleſſed Lord did not only fall un- 
der the ſudden, furious, wild, Re- 
proaches of the Rabble, but he endu- 
red the contrived, premeditated, malici- 
ous, Contradiction of the Scribes'and 
Phariſees; he was Reviled in Form, and 
with great Solemnity they charged 
him with a Plot againſt Cæſar, againſt 
the Temple, with a Deſign to deceive 
the People, and ſet up himſelf over 
them; they quarrelled his Perſon, his 
Practice, his Doctrine; and nothing 
he did or ſaid could eſcape their Re- 
proach; and if you have not met with 
the like treatment, you may expect it; 
the Obnoxious, Criminal, Party will 
doubtleſs Reproach your Deſign as 
Prejudicial to Church and State, tho 
it maniſeſtly tends to the great Security 
and Honour of both ; they will miſre- 
preſent your Practices, and condemn 
yaur Methods of proceeding, how 
Juſt and Prudent ſoever, as clancular 
and unfair; they will certainly endea- 
vour to Revenge the Diſgrace you! put 
«(31TH © * | em 


14 A Sermon fer | 
them 0, 1 by ee all the Dirt __— 
you that ever they can. 

2. This contradicting Spirit will not 
top here, but will diſcover it ſelf in 
aal, tea „Oppoſition; and the ſenſe 
ofthe Text may extend thus far, for as 
iuNoyev is Benefacere as well as Bentatcere, 
ſo avimoyen is to do evil as well as to e 
ſpeak. evil. And this you will find, 
unleſs the Providence of God, and the 
Care of the Government, under whoſe 
Protection you are, prevent them. They 
will form themſelves into Societies, 
and will take Council together to break 
theſe Bands in ſunder, and to caſt away this 
Toak from them. They have already 
proceeded fo far as to embrue their 
Hands in the Blood of ſome of your 
Society, and when they came to die for hz 
it, have declared they were always Enemies 
to Refurmation; this is Contradiction 
with a witneſs, and ſhews a formed 
enmity againſt your Cauſe and your 
Perſons too. 

34h, This Contradiction of Sinners 
n your. ſelves, will be a great 
Temp- 


/ 
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emptation to you to grow Weary, and 
o Faint in your Minds. It was no dan» 
gerous Temptation at all to Chriſt, 
a whom the Frulxeſs of the Gad bead 
dwelt Bodily, and in whom the Prince 
of the World could find nothing to 
aſten upon ; but it may prove a dan- 
gerous Snare to you, who find Cauſe 
o complain of thoſe Weights and Sins 
hat too eaſily beſet you, to hinder you 
u running the Race that is ſet before 
vou. This was the Caſe of thoſe to 
Srhom' the Words of the Text are di- 
ected, as you find in v. 1. of the Chap- 
ier; and it is — * Charity to 
uppoſe it may beſo with you. 
You — needs know there are 
hoſe Paſſions and Weakneſſes found 
ith yon, which this Temptation will 
ccommodate it ſelf to, and work up- 
on to cauſe you to deſiſt from this Un- 
dertaking. 21151. ai 
It will tempt you to deſiſt out of 
Self-love and {laviſh Fear; you'll be 
Feady to fay, why ſhould I loſe m 
Time, neglect my Trade, el 
G my 
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of Diſpleaſure, to lay aſide all that 


joined to Idols, let bim alone,” Hoſ. 4. 7. 


fill them with their own Mays. 


160 1 e fr 

> ago any longer, to IE 4 
Generation of Obſtinate, Deſperate, 
Men * Why ſhould I not take Warning 
from what I have ſuffered already; and 
from What ſome of our Friends have 
ſuffered from them? 
You will be tempted to deſiſt out 


Pity. and Compaſſion towards theſe 
poor Wretches, which firſt -znduced 
you to attempt their Recovery yorrll 
be tempted by their Contradiction to 
{hut up your Heats againſt them, and 
to ſay, if they will Ruin chem- 
ſelves, let them go on; that which 
Dies, let it Die ; and that which Periſheth, 
let it Periſp; you'll be prompted to 
think, what, muſt we be more Merciful 
than God ? He has ſaid, "Ephraim it 


God has thought fit, after ſome Time 
of Trial and Patience, to give Men 
up to their own Hearts Luſte, and 10 


And you'll be — 4 to deſiſt _ 
of 1 of Succeſs, and to ſay, 


Why 
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Why ſhould they be ftrichen any more? They 
1 revolt more and more * | 4 
is incurable, and they refuſe to be yaled : 
You'll be ready to fay tis time to give 
over, when the Application of the 
Remedy does but exaſperate and 
heighten the Difeaſez now there is 
ſomething that looks fo like Reaſon in 
theſe Pleadings, that the Temptation 
is very ſtrong, and in danger to pre- 
vail z but if you besconvinced it is. 
really a Temptation, you will not 
ſo eaſily yield to it, and doubtleſs it is 
{o, | n 
For tho you are allowed a prudent 
Cate to preſerve your ſelves, yet if 
this grows up to ſuch a diſtruſtful 
ear of Man, as hinders you from do- 
ing your Duty, it proves a great Snare, 
and you know how in that Black 
alender of Men doom'd to Miſery, 
he, Fearful lead the Van, Rev. 21. 8. 
And though God is pleaſed ta ſet 
Bounds to his Grace aud Patience to- 
vards Sinners, becauſe he both cer- 
ainly knows when their Meaſwre- is 
r 2 I) led 


A 
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1. #Þ, 44 can retrieve 1 5 gy W 
another Way, this will not ;aſtis 
you in 40 1 ng your, Charitable an 
Attempts into ſo narrow a compals, ¶ ſec 
when you do not know but a little W T1 
more Patience, and furtherTrial, might W riſ 
have produced a very good Effect; how- wt 
ever, you ought to do your Duty, He 
and leave the Succeſs to God, who! [ 
will ; ſee. to it... that though youW ſin 
" loſe; your Labour, you ſhall not loſe cor 
your Reward. And this leads me to 
br next Head. 
Atbh, You, muſt by no means yiel 
to the Temptation, but adhere to you 
; Gauſe, and go on with your Work 
And that you. may ſee how neceſſary 
it is that you ſhould perſevere in thi 
Deſign, and not... faint, I entreat Fo 
to e few ching. 3 


I 


a Whati is that Evil: chat you {triy 
againſt? It is, Immorality and Pre 
phaneneſs. You are not put, Gent! 
men, upon the Drudgery ofperſecuti 
| Four Neighbours for Matters of Re 


gic 
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gion and Conſcience, that indeed 
ry would be an Ungrateful and an Un- 

e chriſtian Task; and 1 wonder how 
ble any ingenuous Spirit could ever conde- 
als, ¶ ſcend to the Slavery of itz there are ſome 
trle W Thoughts, methinks, very apt to a- 
ght riſe in a Man's Mind, in ſuch a Cale, 
ow- W& which mult make him very uneaſie. 
uty, Ho do I know but theſe Men that 
who I proſecute may be in the. right, 
you ſince they only differ from me in 
loſe controverted Points, about which Wiſe 
e toll and Good Men may very eaſily diſ- 
agree? And though am ia the Right, 
who has impowered me to Judge for 
others? How comes my Conſcience, 
and ſuch as mine, to be the Standard 
ot other Mens? And. how unhappily 
am I imployed to puniſh Men for 
that which. they think to be their Duty 
towards God, and who; muſt needs 
therefore account me an Enemy, both 
to their Bodies and Souls, for the Di- 
ſturbance I give them? Had you been 
put upon ſuch Work as this, you 
might well be weary of it; but you 

td & ENT |; 
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only. canis ' thoſe; n which 
every Man's Conſcience condemns him 
for ; they are the Laws of God and 
| Nature that you enforce, and you 
ve that in the Offender's own Breaſt 

that juſtifies you in what you do; 55 for 
Swearing, and Drunkeniiels 
Adultery , and Profanation Je fe the 
Lord's Day, are, ſuch things as no 
Man's Conſciencecan plead for; theſe 
are no Controverted Matters, but plain- 
ly againft Nature, Reaſon, Peace, 
and Order; and therefore they are 
the proper Matter of Coercive Power; 
and you are upon proper Methods 
for che Remedy ing of ſo great an 
Evil; if indeed Men would govern 
themſelves by Principles of Reaſon 
and Religion, there would need no 
more to Reſtrain them from ſuch Vile 
Praftices; but when Men are deat 
to all Advice, and have eraſed all im- 
preſſions of , Virtue and Modeſty out 
of their Minds, they fink: themſelves 
down into. the Rank of Brutes, and 
TY. Ye no other Handle to 180 

a 0 
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h hold” of them by, but Fear and Sence 
nm 8 of outward Puniſhment, And this 
dis preſcribed as the moſt fit way of 
21 dealing with ſuch Creatures. Prov. 26. 
At 3: A Whip for the Horſe, a Bridle for 
or the 4%, and a Rod for the FodPs Back. 
nd And this is the beſt way of anſwering 
he « Fool according to his Folly; as it 
no follows, v..5. n 1 
ele 2. To what a Height was this E- 
in- vil come, when you began to ſtriye 


againſt it? Things were come to a 
ſad paſs in Erglavd, when this 
our Honeſt Deſign was firſt ſet on 
Immorality was grown Barefac'd 
nd Impudent ; it no longer ſought 
orners ; the Modeſty of the Sinners, 
df former Days, was Deſpiſed, when 
hey that were Drunk, were Drunk in 
bat Night; Matters were come to that 
Hass, that Men declared their Sin as 
odom ; Vice was become Faſhionable 
nd Brave ; they gloried in their Shame ; 
| nd Men began to take more Pains 
takeßſo conceal their Virtue and Re- 
hold g | __ ligion, 


a; WR "CY 
2 than their Vices and Profanc- 
nels. * 

It was grown! Epilewical'; the Infe- 
ction had taken all Sorts of Peo 
it had entred into the Families Vid the 
ſtricteſt. Profeſſors of Religion, and 
many Pious Parents ſaw their Chil- 
dren led away by the Error of the 
Wicked, running with them into all 
the Exceſſes of Riot, ſcoffing at that 
ſtrictneſs in Religion which their 
Parents had endea voured to Educate 
them in; and you cannot but know, 
that many of theſe Degenerate 
Youths have brought down the Gray 
Hairs of their Aged Parents with 
Sorrow to the Grave. 

Nay, further, had it not Cotrupted 
the very Magiſtrates themſelves in ma- 
ny Places? Thoſe that ſhould have Pu- 
niſhed and Suppreſt Vice, were be⸗ 
come the avowed. Patrons and Exam- 
ples of it; and which is ſaddeſt of al] 
the Miniſtry has not altogether eſca 
ped the Contagion; he muſt be a ſtran 
ger in England that knows not . 
ttrutiſ 
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truth of this, how in many Places 
(elpecially in the Country) the Scan- 


a dalous Lives of pretended Miniſters 
be bad produced the ſad Effects we read 
ad of under the Conduct of Elis Sons, 
f- Men beg am to abhor the Mering of the 
he Lord; 1 Sam. 2. 17. It was time for 


you, Gentlemen, to Riſe up againſt an 
Enemy that had ad vanc d ſo far, and 

poſſeſs d it ſelf of ſuch Faſtneſſes, and 
Nee 1 —— Holds, as theſe. And this is not 
ow. all, but Vice having prevailed to ſuch a 
rate degree, grew Violent and Outrage- 
ray ous, and was for forcing it felf 
vith upon Men ; Sober and Virtuous Men 
have been Hector d, Abuſed, and in 
ſome Places knock'd on the Head, be- 
cauſe they would not Drink, "an 
Swear, and Debauch, themſelves, As 
others did: It was high time to give 
A Check to ſuch Inſo ence, for it was 


b 40 come to that paſs, that either Vice or 
ca Virtue muſt be puniſhed; And the 
dran Debauchees were grown ſo bold, that 
t thelif you would not Reſtrain them, the 
would venture to he ale you; 4 


that 


the Impetuoſity of their Luſts, but 


for when Men are become of no Rel: 
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that dads you have been bat upon 
the Defenſive, for theſe Men had ac- 
tually made War upon all Morality ; 
and if things. had gone ve a Sober, 
Honeſt, Man had not Pon 10 ſate in 
keeping the Laws of God, and che 
Land, as a profligate W. retch . had 
been in breaking them all. 

add one thing more. de have 
Reaſon to believe this Deluge of Pro- 
phaneneſs, that had overlpread the 

ation, did not meerly proceed from 
the Incogitancy of Mens Minds, and 


that there was a moſt Pernicious De- 
ſign at the bottom of it, formed and 
fomented by Rome and France, to pre- 
pare the Way for Popery and Tyran- 
ny, (not unlike the curſed Project o 
Balaam, to | enſnare the llcaelites 
with the Daughters of Midian) and a 
moſt Politick Contrivance this Was, 


gion, they will caffly take up, with thaYie's © 


which is next to none; and, tho Vie 


that are Slaves to their  Luſts, „ will 
| _-Tead1) 
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a mighty Torrent, that has been 
ſtopt for a While, it would overflow 
all Banks and Bounds; and Al che 
Pains you have hitherto! taken, would 
be ſo tar from ſuppreſfing Immorality, 
that they would only give it the Oceaſi- 
on to try and know its own Strength, 
and to let che World ſee, that it neither 
can, nor will, be f uppreſſed: All wanner 
of Ab chins 4 will then be Cottimit- 
red amongſt us, _ we ſhall: become 
' Sodom 1 57 Jer, the very 
uburbs arid Borde Pell. Hane 
The Preſence uh Farb of Go! 
will then depart from” us, the Hear: 
and Graces of God's o/, People wil 
languifh, : their Righteous Souls will ö 
continnally vexed with the filthy Com 
"munication of "thoſe amongſt mom th: 
live; they will have Cauſe to'Tepea 
the doleful Complaint of an Emitter 
Servant of God, now in Hea ver 
. Al, poor England, . 
36: Baxter: ever ſuch Vermine" ſhould | 
bred in the Carcaſe of thy Glory! En 
land, a * Nation, 4 * 
N 
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ſtant Nation, the ſweet Land of our 
Nativity, would then become a Na+ | 
tion got to be deſired ; every good | 
Manwoud cry out, Wo is me, that 


: welt in Meſech,” and ſojourn in 
3 WE Fents of 'Keder ; and would With 
5 n, Ob that I had Wings 
gen, ike a Dove, then would J flee away, and 


be atreſs > lo then would I wander far off, 
ma remain in the Wilderneſs, And 
ndeed it would be more deſirable 
o d well among Woods and Wild 
beaſts, and to converſe only with 
Kocks and Rivers, than with ſuch an 
mpious, Atheiſtical, Generation. 


— None will dare | hereafter to at- 
5 :mpt the Work of Reformation, if 


ou that have gone on ſo long, 
od ſo far, in it, ſhould now 
et it fall, eſpecially when you are. (till 
neouraged to it, by the repeated Pro- 
lamations. of our moſt Gracious and 
xccllent Queen, and by the Favour 
Wd Affiſtance of the Magiſtrates of 
is City, and the Judges of the Land, 
under all theſe Ad vantages you 
N ming 
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give up the Cauſe ʒ and vou cannot 
expect it will ever be reſumed, or 
attempted, any more in England. 
And then to Conſummite o N. 
ſery, when this Cauſe of God is thus 
deſerted by Men, God wall:takeat 
into his own Hand ; that God townom 
Vengeance belongeth, Wil wer him- 


ſelf, and plead- against us, by his 


mighty Power; be will viſit; for theſe 


things, and avenge himſelf upon 
ſuch a Nation as this; and what Work 
he will make, himſelf ſnall tell you in 
Dent. 29. 22, 33, Sec. The Generation 
to come of your Children that ſhalt riſe 
ap ufter you, and the Stranger that ſha 
came from à far Land, ſhall ſay, when 
they ſee the Plagnes of that Land; and'the 
Stckneſſes that the Lord bath laid pon it, 
and that the whole Land thereof is Brin: 
ſtane, and Sal t, and Burning, that it is not 
ſumm, nor beareth, nor any Gr groweth 
thereon 5, like the 'Overthrow Sodom 
ey | aud Gomorrah, Adwah and Teboim, 
| which the Lord overthrew in bis Anger „ 
(IA and it his Wrath's even all the Nations ice 
neee 


66:44) 5 . 
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Pal fey} Wherefore hath the Lord done 
thus Ane rü Land? What meaneth the 
Heat of this great Anger? Ther ſhall Men 
ſo, ee they bs forſaken the Cone- 
nattoof the Lord God of their Fathers, 
, And who ſhall We when the 
Lord does this? 
Jil, The beſt * you can 685 
to ent your Deſponding and 
FARO in your Work, is to look un- 
to ſeſus, to conſider him that en- 
dured ſuch Contradiction of Sinners 
apainft himſelf 1 
* „ 2 E. en n * 0 


1. Explain the Nature of this Dog 
And, N 

2. Shew how edaciye it would be 
oe hows eine ad and | Purpoſe, my 


ge, The” Pity Herr en oe is 
to Conſider our Lord and Saviour, 
and what Contradiction of Sinners 
he endured againſt himſelf. The 
1 here rendred Confider, Avabe- 


, Has a very Emphiatical _ 


iy 


ing 
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logy or Proportion that there is be- 


it ſignifies ſo to Compare and Weigh 
one thing with another, that the Ana- 


twixt the one and the other may 
appear ; and that which we are here 


P - 


called to, is to Calculate a An logize 
the Matter betwixt Chriſt aud Sor 
ſelves; as to our ſtriving; againſt. Sin, 
that we may ſee how much he has 
every way outdone us in that Matter, 
and ſo by his Example may be anima- 
ted to do our Utmoſt in this Caſe, and 
not to be Weary, and Faint in our 
Minds; that this Analogy may be ob- 
ſerved, conſider ſuch things as theſe, 


1. Let us conſider the Dignity of 
the Perſon of Chriſt, and compare 
it with the Meanneſs of our w]; he 
was in the Form of God, and thought 
it no Robbery to be equal with 
God ʒ conſider; him as Man, he was 
the dex" Tis xliows, the principal, Part 
of the Creation of God, the Faithful 


Dead,: 409. ths re die e 
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of the Earth; and though ſame Fl 
of chele Titles belong unto him, as he 
is now Crowned with Glory and 
Honour at God's Right Hand, yet in 
the Days of his Fleſh, his Ditciples 
beheld! his Glory, as the Glory of 
the only Begotten of the Father, full 
of Grace and Truth. Now if ſuch 
a One was Contradicted, Reviled, 
ind Abuſed; in the World; and 
endured ſuch Contradiction, let 
not any of you think ſome ſtrange 
thing bas happen d to you. The 
Diſviple in not above his Mifter, nor the 
Servants above hit Lord's it it enon þ 
or the Diſciple that 1 r Hi 
tere ane the Sertunt ar hit Lords, 3 
they have' called "the Maſter of the ds i 
Beelzebub, hom much more then. of his 
Hondas Mat. 10. 24, 5. 
2. OConſider the perfection of Wil. 
dom and Holineſs that went through 
al he did, and compare it. with the 
firiful - Weakneſſes that mix them: 
ſelves) with the beſt of your Actions ; 
— perfectly free from Pride 


and 
1 
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hard Words, and ill Language 
2555 rum with the Footmen, and 
hey have  Wearied, pon, how can you 
ontend with 12 Jer. 12. 5. 
4 Conſider how Freely and Vo- 
untaril7 our Lord Jeſus engaged 
imſelf in ſtriving againſt Sin, and 
ompare it with the Neceſſity that lyes 
pon you to do ſo; he had no way 
ontributed to that Sin, againſt which 
e ſtrove; but none of us can ſay ſo. 
he Sins of Profeſſors encourage 
dn e the . and all are 
to quench t Fire the 
— * kindle. Chriſt 5 
— TY the reach of that Sin he 
tove againſt ; it could never have 
ined him; but if it prevail amongſt 
„ it may be the Ruin of the Na- 
on, and your ſelves may fall in the 
OINMOT Calamity. | 
5. Conſider the abſolute Power of 
arift to have filenc'd all the Con- 
4..Madiction of Sinners, and compare 
| with. your own Weakneſs; he could 
ly. have ſtoppd the Mouths of 
F _ Gain- 


| Refor 


h- 
ion 
ge- 


34 een for 
Gainſayers; he could have Convined 
them, or Confounded them, at his 
Pleaſure; but he rather choſe to Ex- 
erciſe that Patience, wherein he was 
imitable by us, than to exert "that 
Power, which was peculiar to hicmſelf 
1 Pet. 2.23. | a | 4 12 $ 

6. Conlider how Deſperate and 
Irrecoverable our Caſe had been i 
Chriſt had Fainted in hir Work, and 
compare it with the many Ways be 
has to ſecure his own Glory, thougb 
you ſhould deſiſt from yours.” S 
and Sinners may be puniſhed withou 
you; God can do it by his "own 
immediate Hand; he can do it by hj 


Aid? Now inte he did not Fain onſc 
in ſaving uc, Who had no other Savi 
bur, we ſhould not Faint in ſervin 

* 1 ka „ $7,454 1 Hin 
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him, who has other Servants at his 


ha Command, and yet ſtands not in need 
Ex- Mofany of chem , 
2dly, It only remains that 1 


ould ſhew you in a few Particulars 
hat an Advantage it will be to you 
n this good Work you are about, to 
aol unte Feſus, and conſider him that 
ndured ſuch Contradictiom of Sinners 


gaiuſt * elf. 


1. "This will inſpire you with Right 
principles for your Work; and there's 
othing will encourage you more, 
ban a. Conſciouſneſs of your In- 
. Weerity : z looking unto Jeſus will fill 
ou with Love to Him, and with 
ove to Men, and Zeal for the Ho- 


5 " our of God; and while you Act 
le rom ſuch Principles as theſe, you will 
Soulot be eaſily drawn off from your 


Duty the Righteous is Bold as a 
[ ion 3 and the Teſtimony of a good 
onſcience will more than Ballance 
ne W of Sinners. 


= Ti 2. By 


4H 36 wr 4 Sermon for: 
1 2. By looking unte Jeſus, you will 
learn to Manage this Work Lg che 
moſt becoming Way. His Example 
will Teach you to do nothing with 
Partiality, for there is no Reſpett of 
Perſons with him. + It will Teach 
you to do all with Humility, - * 
Boaſting your ſelves avainſt 4 
| — vou 0 I” 
with Pity and Compaſſion" o thes 
Souls ; Praying -m Mourning for 
them, even when you Puniſh them. 
And from Chriſt you may learn 
to keep your ſelves from all appea- 
rance of thoſe Evils that you cen- 
ſure in others. They that are with the 
Lamb, are Called, and ow; and 
Faithful, Rev. 17. 114 
3. By conſidering our 1680 Jeſus, 
you will draw down Grace and 
Strength ſufficient for the Day, and 
__ and the Work of it. He is full of 
- Grace and Truth, and out of bis 
Fulneſs you derive your Supplies, 
by looking unto him. Faith is the 
great Mea ns of Conveyance : s and 
more 
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more you Eye him, the more freely 
will he Communicate Wiſdom, Cou- 
rage, Strength, and Peace, to your 
Souls. P/al. 34. 3. They booked 10 
bin, and were enlightned, and their 
Har, were not aſhamed. L 1 
4. By Woking unto Jeſus, your 
zealous Endeavours for Reformation 
will be ſanctified, and accepted of 
God gx the ſinful Defects of them 
will be pardoned, the Blood of 
Chriſt will be ſp rinkled upon them, 
and ſo they will . Works truly 
Chriſtian and Evangelical. It was 
à Serious and Weighty Anſwer that 
our Divine Herbert pave to his 
Friend, who commended his Gene- 
neroſity in giving a large Summ 
to Repair a Church, as a very good 
Work. He replied, Tes, Sir, if it be 
ſorinkled with the Blood of Chriſt it 
is @ good Work, or elſe it is not. No 
Works are truly good, but thoſe 
that are done through Faith in 


Lift 
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Laith, While you thus oonſider him 
has endured ſuch Cont rad iction of 
Sinners againſt himſelf, you cannot 
wholly Deſpair of Succeſs ; you will 
ſee that the Cauſe is Chriſt's, and 
therefore ſhall be a prevailing, Cauſe 
at laſt ; for He ſhall Reign till all Exe- 
ale be put under his "LE 4; and. the 
Opright ſhall have Denies in the Mern- 
ing, 

"If the Nation ſhould not be Reform- 
ed, yet jon ſhall be Glorious ; if this 
Epidemical Diſeaſe ſhould be too 
— and Stubborn for you, yet 
it ſhall be remembred to your Immor- 
tal Honour, that there were a Set of 
Men in England. that could not be 
content to ſtand by and ſee the Vir- 
tue of the Nation loſt, - without 
doing what they could to prevent 
it. 

But if you look unto few you need 
not Deſpair but it may yet be pre- 
vented ; you willſee in him, that the 
very ſame Sinners who Reviled and 
8 him, and Perſecuted him 

| eyen 
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eren to Death, yet aſterwards change d 
their Thoughts, and their — 
aid from Contradicting, they wer 
brought to Caſt themſelves at hn 
Feet, and Glorifie him, Adr 2. You 
are not to Deſpair but that you 
may live to ſee ſome of theſe Looſe 
and Profane Perſons, and their 
Children and Families, come and 
give you "Thanks for the Care you 
have taken to prevent their utter 
Ruin. 


However, while you go on in this 
'<t I Work, there is Ground to Hope 
= God will not deſtroy the Nati- 
on. 
Zo I was pleas'd with an Obſervation 
ir- WW once heard from that moſt Eminent, 
out Holy, Miniſter, Mr. William Ba 2 ſhaw 
ent of Derbyſhire, now with God; * it 
was to this Effect. I have careful 
eed ly Read and Conſidered the Me- 
re- I thods of God's Providence with 
the Nations and Churches 5 as they 
and are Recorded both in Divine and 
him Humane Writings, and I never 
yell WEIS IIS tound 


£7 


* n 


N 


* 


* 


A 
* 


| 


WF; 


* 


5 
. 
# 
0 


— 


A 


3 


off 


8 


i 
that God utterly 


* 


A 


= 
wh 


* 
» 


-- 


Ts 


: 


* 
1 . > 
15 
wo 
, "ro i. * 
>= 
* 
= * 
Ws > 
Cz Fi —_ —_— 
PP. A _— 4 - of 


* 


any 


found 


taking 


* 


« 
- 


Raformghi. 


” , towards 


e 


** 
* 


* 
* 
* 
4 
. 
- 
3 

<4 A 

l * 
PR 

n 


- whilſt they w 


Steps 


People 


2 4 _ 
. 


—— 


. 


— —— — _ 


+ © 3 


